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Tuitui kākahu, tuitui tāngata

The weaving of a cloak, the weaver of people

Our Statement of Intent introduced the whakataukī of tuitui kākahu, 
tuitui tāngata – it speaks to the process of weaving a kākahu or 
traditional Māori cloak and aligns that to the weaving of people. 

It is a whakataukī that works well in describing 
the privacy system, the role of the Office of  
the Privacy Commissioner, and the place of  
Te Tiriti o Waitangi. This includes:
•	 tiaki – protecting and safeguarding the 

privacy of all New Zealanders 
•	 taunaki – supporting the aspiration of 

rangatiratanga as expressed by Māori over 
their taonga, their data, and their privacy

•	 tūhono – partnering with Māori.

Tuitui kākahu, tuitui tāngata describes the 
process of weaving and the completion of the 
garment, or cloak that can then be used by 
individuals, whānau, hapū, iwi, and Māori  
to protect their privacy.

Tuitui kākahu, tuitui tāngata represents how 
the principles of Te Tiriti o Waitangi and the 
Act work together to achieve the outcomes 
of the privacy system.
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