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Explanatory note on Health Information Privacy Code Amendment No. 7
This amendment :
1. Created a regulatory regime for information derived from Newborn Metabolic Screening Programme blood spot samples;
2. Allowed Medic Alert to use the National Health Index (NHI) number as a unique identifier;
3. Allowed health agencies to identify health practitioners by their Common Practitioner Number; and
4. Changed the definition of ‘serious threat’ to harmonise it with sections 4 and 5 of the Privacy Amendment Bill 2013.
For reference, the definition of serious threat in the Privacy Amendment Bill 2013 reads:
serious threat, for the purposes of principle 10(d) or 11(f), means a threat that an agency reasonably believes to be a serious threat having regard to all of the following:
(a) the likelihood of the threat being realised; and
(b) the severity of the consequences if the threat is realised; and
(c) the time at which the threat may be realised.
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